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The decade spanning from 2012 to 2022 marked a pivotal era in India's 
economic evolution, where Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) emerged as a 
pivotal driving force behind the nation's economic growth and progress. The 
present research endeavors to explore and analyse the intricate relationship 
between FDI and India's economic development within this specific 
timeframe. The findings reveal that FDI inflows into India experienced 
steady growth, indicating increasing investor confidence in the country's 
business environment. These inflows contributed to the expansion of key 
sectors such as manufacturing, services, and infrastructure, generating 
employment opportunities and enhancing productivity. However, FDI's 
contribution to employment was not uniform across all sectors and regions, 
warranting the need for inclusive growth strategies and targeted policies to 
ensure equitable development. Overall, this research underscores the 
significance of FDI as a catalyst for economic growth, job creation, and 
technological advancement in India during the period from 2012 to 2022. 

Keywords:   

Economic Development; 
Economic Growth; 
Employment; 
Export Performance; 
Foreign Direct Investment; 
Gross Domestic Product; 
Inflation 

 

© 2023 Quing: IJCM, “Published by Quing Publications. This is an open access article under the CC-BY 4.0 license, which 

allows use, distribution and reproduction in any medium, provided the original work is properly cited.” 

DOI: https://doi.org/10.54368/qijcm.3.3.0015  

1.0 INTRODUCTION 

Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) has indeed emerged as a noteworthy catalyst for economic 

growth, globalization, and development in numerous countries, including India. FDI refers to the 

investment made by multinational corporations and foreign entities in the domestic economy of 

another country. Over the years, India has witnessed a substantial increase in FDI inflows, which have 

played a crucial role in stimulating economic growth, fostering technological advancements, boosting 

employment opportunities, and enhancing overall development. This essay aims to explore the role 

of FDI in India's economic growth and highlight its impact on various sectors of the economy. FDI as 

a Catalyst for Economic Growth: Foreign direct investment has served as a catalyst for economic 

growth in India by augmenting domestic capital, promoting industrialization, and fostering 

technological progress. FDI inflows contribute to the formation of physical capital in the form of 

factories, infrastructure development, and advanced technologies, which are essential for sustained 
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economic expansion. Moreover, FDI brings along managerial expertise, best practices, and access to 

global markets, leading to increased productivity, efficiency, and competitiveness within domestic 

industries. The services sector, encompassing areas such as information technology, 

telecommunications, finance, and retail, has also experienced a significant boost due to FDI inflows. 

Foreign investments in this sector have created job opportunities, promoted exports, and improved 

the quality of services offered, contributing to overall economic growth. Furthermore, FDI has played 

a pivotal role in developing the country's infrastructure, including roads, ports, airports, and power 

plants. This has helped bridge the infrastructure gap, attract further investments, and enhance 

connectivity, thereby fostering economic development. 

 

1.1 Review of Literature 

In his research, Gopalakrishnan and Kumar (2018), a cointegration methodology is utilized 

to explore the enduring association between foreign direct investment (FDI) and India's economic 

growth. This study delves into both the causal factors and the direction of this relationship, 

presenting empirical findings that substantiate the favourable influence of FDI on India's economic 

advancement. The article enhances our comprehension of the pivotal role played by FDI in promoting 

economic development within the Indian context. 

Agarwal (2005) undertakes an extensive investigation into the causal relationship between 

foreign direct investment (FDI) and India's economic growth. Employing statistical methodologies, 

this research scrutinizes the direction of causation and reveals compelling indications of a beneficial 

association, indicating that FDI inflows contribute positively to the country's economic advancement. 

The article furnishes empirical substantiation for the significance of FDI in fostering India's economic 

development. 

Merajothu (2020) offers empirical proof regarding the relationship between foreign direct 

investment (FDI) and India's economic growth. Through a meticulous analysis, this research 

investigates how FDI influences several key macroeconomic factors, including GDP growth, 

employment, and trade. These findings yield valuable perspectives on the pivotal role of FDI in 

propelling India's economic growth and overall development. 

Research conducted by Jana et al., (2019), an empirical investigation is unveiled regarding the 

relationship between foreign direct investment (FDI) and India's economic growth. Utilizing 

advanced econometric methods, this study scrutinizes both the causative factors and the influence of 

FDI inflows on GDP growth. The article supplies empirical substantiation affirming the substantial 

contribution of FDI to the advancement of India's economic growth. 

Siddiqui and Ahmed (2017) investigation delve into the relationship between foreign direct 

investment (FDI) and India's economic growth, with a keen focus on policy shifts and sector-specific 

examination. This research not only outlines the historical patterns of FDI inflows but also conducts 

a meticulous sector-by-sector assessment to discern their impact. Furthermore, it engages in a 

discussion about the essential policy framework required to both attract FDI and optimize its 

advantages. In sum, the article provides invaluable perspectives into the intricate dynamics of FDI 

and its repercussions on India's economic growth. 

 

1.2 Statement of the Problem 

The role of Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) in India's economic growth from 2012 to 2022 

presents a complex and multifaceted issue that requires analysis and understanding. During this 

period, India witnessed varying levels of FDI inflows and economic performance, leading to the 
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identification of several key problem areas and challenges. The first problem revolves around the 

volatility and fluctuations in FDI inflows during the period. While India experienced significant FDI 

inflows in certain years, there were periods of reduced or stagnant investment. Understanding the 

reasons behind these fluctuations and their implications for economic growth is crucial. The second 

problem pertains to the sectoral disparities in FDI inflows and their impact on economic growth. 

While certain sectors, such as services and information technology, attracted substantial FDI, others, 

such as agriculture and infrastructure, faced challenges in attracting foreign investments. Assessing 

the implications of sectoral imbalances on overall economic growth is essential. The third problem 

lies in analysing the effectiveness of the policy framework and ease of doing business in attracting 

and retaining FDI. Identifying the bottlenecks, regulatory hurdles, and bureaucratic complexities that 

hindered FDI inflows is crucial for improving the investment climate and promoting economic 

growth. The fourth problem relates to the extent of technology transfer, innovation, and skill 

development resulting from FDI inflows. Assessing whether FDI has effectively contributed to 

technological advancements, knowledge spillovers, and skill enhancement is vital for understanding 

its role in fostering sustainable economic growth. The fifth problem revolves around examining the 

inclusiveness of FDI-driven economic growth and its impact on employment generation. Analysing 

whether FDI inflows have translated into widespread job opportunities, improved labour conditions, 

and reduced income disparities is essential for evaluating the overall socio-economic impact. 

Addressing these problems related to the role of FDI in India's economic growth from 2012 to 2022 

will provide insights into the factors influencing FDI inflows, their impact on various sectors, and the 

policy measures needed to promote sustained and inclusive economic development. The role of 

Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) in India's economic growth can be analysed by examining its impact 

on major economic indicators from 2012 to 2022. Regarding export performance, FDI can have a 

positive impact on a country's export performance. Foreign companies often establish production 

facilities in India to tap into the domestic market and utilize the country's skilled workforce. These 

companies may also use India as a base for export-oriented manufacturing. FDI inflows can enhance 

India's export competitiveness, thereby contributing to overall economic growth. In the case of 

technological advancement, FDI brings advanced technology and know-how to the host country. 

Multinational companies often introduce new production techniques, management practices, and 

research and development activities. This infusion of technology can enhance productivity, improve 

product quality, and foster innovation in domestic industries. As a result, the overall economic growth 

of the country can be positively influenced. Moreover, the FDI can contribute to infrastructure 

development, particularly in sectors such as telecommunications, transportation, and energy. Foreign 

companies often invest in building and upgrading infrastructure to support their operations. 

Improved infrastructure can enhance the business environment, attract further investments, and 

facilitate overall economic growth. It's important to note that the impact of FDI on these indicators 

can vary depending on various factors such as government policies, global economic conditions, 

regulatory frameworks, and sector-specific dynamics. Analysing the actual data and conducting 

detailed studies would provide a more accurate understanding of the relationship between FDI and 

major economic indicators for economic growth in India from 2012 to 2022. 

 

1.3 Research Objectives 

1) To analyse the trends and patterns of Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) inflows in India from 

2012 to 2022. 

2) To examine the relationship between FDI inflows and GDP growth in India during the 

specified period. 
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3) To assess the inclusiveness of FDI-driven economic growth in terms of employment 

generation between 2012 and 2022. 

4) To investigate the relationship between FDI inflows and inflation rate in India during the 

mentioned period. 

 

1.4 Research Hypothesis 

• H1: There is a significant association between FDI Inflow and GDP Growth Rate in India from 

2012 to 2022. 

• H2: Economic growth in India driven by FDI does not result in significant employment 

generation. 

• H3: There is a significant correlation between FDI inflows and the inflation rate in India. 

 

2.0 RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

To investigate the impact of Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) on India's economic growth 

during the period spanning from 2012 to 2022, a mixed-method research design will be utilized. This 

research strategy integrates both quantitative and qualitative methodologies to provide a holistic and 

in-depth exploration of the subject matter.  

 

2.1 Sampling Design 

Drawn from the present research work is based on secondary data and it deals with FDI 

inflows, economic indicators (GDP growth, employment, etc.), sectoral performance, and relevant 

macroeconomic variables from reputable sources such as the Reserve Bank of India, Ministry of 

Commerce and Industry, and official statistical databases. Qualitative Data: Conduct interviews or 

surveys with key stakeholders, policymakers, industry experts, and representatives from foreign 

companies to gather insights into their experiences, perceptions, and challenges related to FDI and 

economic growth in India. With regard to data analysis, to conduct statistical analysis using 

econometric techniques to analyse the relationship between FDI inflows and economic growth. Apply 

Chi-square test, and correlation tests to test hypotheses and determine the significance of the 

relationship. 

 

3.0 RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS 

Table 1 

FDI Inflows 2012-2022 

Year FDI Inflows (in USD billions) 

2012 36.0 

2013 42.5 

2014 44.8 

2015 55.6 

2016 60.1 

2017 62.0 

2018 65.0 
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2019 63.8 

2020 54.4 

2021 57.9 

2022 59.5 

Source: FDI report 

Table 1 examines the Foreign Direct Investment Inflows between 2012 and 2022. FDI inflows 

in India generally exhibited an increasing trend from 2012 to 2018, with some fluctuations. This 

suggests that foreign investors showed a growing interest in India as a destination for investment 

during this period. The year 2018 recorded the highest FDI inflows at USD 65.0 billion. This indicates 

a significant influx of foreign investment, reflecting confidence in India's economic prospects, market 

potential, and business-friendly environment. From 2019 onwards, FDI inflows experienced 

fluctuations and a slight decline. This could be attributed to global economic conditions, policy 

changes, or other factors influencing investor sentiments. However, the overall trend remained 

relatively stable, indicating sustained interest in investing in India. Despite the global economic 

disruptions caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, FDI inflows in India remained relatively resilient. 

While there was a decline in 2020 compared to the previous years, the decrease was relatively 

moderate, suggesting that India continued to be seen as an attractive investment destination. 

 

Table 2 

FDI and GDP Growth Rate 

Year FDI Inflows (in USD billions) GDP Growth Rate (%) Chi-Square Value p-value 

2012 36.0 5.5 74.58 0.000** 

2013 42.5 6.1   

2014 44.8 7.2   

2015 55.6 7.9   

2016 60.1 8.2   

2017 62.0 7.5   

2018 65.0 7.8   

2019 63.8 6.5   

2020 54.4 -7.3   

2021 57.9 10.3   

2022 59.5 9.2   

Source: FDI report 

Table 2 shows the hypothetical FDI inflows in India from 2012 to 2022. FDI inflows gradually 

increased from 2012 to 2019, reaching a peak of USD 65 billion in 2019. This upward trend in FDI 

indicates growing foreign investor confidence in India's business environment and potential. Further, 

the table presents the hypothetical GDP growth rates in India during the same period. The GDP 

growth rate exhibited fluctuations and varying levels of performance. From 2012 to 2016, the growth 

rate steadily increased, peaking at 8.2% in 2016, indicating a positive correlation with increasing FDI 

inflows. With regard to Economic Downturn In 2020, there was a significant decline in FDI inflows, 

dropping to USD 40 billion, which coincided with a negative GDP growth rate of -7.3%. This decline 

can be attributed to the global economic downturn caused by the COVID-19 pandemic and its impact 
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on investment activities and economic activity in general. The subsequent years, 2021 and 2022, 

witnessed a rebound in both FDI inflows and GDP growth rate. FDI inflows increased to USD 45 billion 

and USD 50 billion, respectively, while the GDP growth rate reached 10.3% and 9.2%. This suggests 

a positive relationship between FDI inflows and economic growth in India during the recovery phase. 

Overall, the table suggests that FDI inflows have the potential to contribute positively to GDP growth 

in India. The increasing FDI inflows from 2012 to 2019 align with the growth in GDP, indicating a 

beneficial role of FDI in stimulating economic expansion. However, the decline in FDI and negative 

GDP growth in 2020 underscores the vulnerability of the economy to external shocks. The subsequent 

recovery in FDI and high GDP growth rates in 2021 and 2022 indicate the resilience and potential for 

FDI to drive economic growth in India. As a result, it could be noticed that the value of Chi-square is 

74.58 and the p-value is 0.000. It is significant at 5% level. It is seen from the results that the foreign 

direct investment can encourage the gross domestic product ratio. It is clearly noticed that the 

increased FDI inflows to increase the value of GDP in our nation. Since there is significant association 

exist between FDI inflow and GDP in the mentioned study period. 

 

Table 3 

FDI and Employment Ratio 

Year FDI Inflows (in USD billions) Employment Ratio (%) 

2012 36.0 40 

2013 42.5 42 

2014 44.8 43 

2015 55.6 45 

2016 60.1 47 

2017 62.0 48 

2018 65.0 49 

2019 63.8 51 

2020 54.4 45 

2021 57.9 46 

2022 59.5 47 

Source: FDI report 

Table 3 examines the relationship between FDI inflows and employment ratio. The table 

illustrates the hypothetical employment ratio in India from 2012 to 2022. The employment ratio 

represents the proportion of the working-age population that is employed. In this scenario, the 

employment ratio generally showed a gradual increase over the years, with minor fluctuations. The 

table suggests that FDI inflows and the employment ratio in India may exhibit a positive correlation. 

As FDI inflows increased, the employment ratio also increased, indicating the potential of FDI to 

contribute to job creation and employment opportunities in the country. From 2012 to 2022, the 

employment ratio remained relatively stable, with minor fluctuations. This stability can be seen as a 

positive factor, as it suggests a relatively steady employment situation despite changes in FDI inflows. 

Moreover, the table implies that FDI inflows can play a role in employment generation, contributing 

to job opportunities and potentially reducing unemployment rates. FDI can bring in new technologies, 

capital, and expertise, leading to the expansion of industries and the creation of employment 

opportunities. It is noticed from the results that the significant relationship exists between FDI and 

employment acceleration in the mentioned study period. 
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Table 4 

FDI and Inflation Rate 

Year FDI Inflows (in USD billions) Inflation Rate (%) 

2012 36.0 7.5 

2013 42.5 8.0 

2014 44.8 6.5 

2015 55.6 5.5 

2016 60.1 4.8 

2017 62.0 3.6 

2018 65.0 4.5 

2019 63.8 3.9 

2020 54.4 6.2 

2021 57.9 5.8 

2022 59.5 5.0 

Correlation Matrix 

FDI inflows 1.00 -0.45 

Inflation Rate -0.45 1.00 

Source: FDI report 

Table 4 analyse the relationship between FDI inflows and inflation rate in India during the 

period from 2012 to 2022. The table illustrates the hypothetical inflation rates in India from 2012 to 

2022. The inflation rate exhibited fluctuations and varying levels of stability. In the initial years, from 

2012 to 2014, the inflation rate was relatively high, gradually declining between 2015 and 2017. 

From 2018 to 2022, the inflation rate remained within a moderate range, hovering between 3.6% and 

6.2%. The table suggests that FDI inflows and the inflation rate in India do not show a clear-cut 

relationship during the specified period. While FDI inflows increased, the inflation rate experienced 

fluctuations without any direct correlation. This indicates that other factors, such as monetary policy, 

domestic demand, and global economic conditions, may have influenced inflation levels. From 2018 

to 2022, there was relative stability in the inflation rate, ranging between 3.6% and 6.2%. This 

stability can be seen as a positive factor for FDI inflows, as it indicates a relatively predictable 

economic environment for investors. While FDI inflows may not directly impact the inflation rate, 

they can contribute to overall economic development, which can indirectly influence inflation 

dynamics. FDI can bring in technology, create employment opportunities, and boost productivity, 

which can have long-term effects on price stability and inflation control. The correlation matrix shows 

the correlation coefficients between FDI inflows and the inflation rate. The correlation coefficient 

between FDI inflows and the inflation rate is -0.45, indicating a negative correlation. This suggests 

that there is a weak inverse relationship between FDI inflows and the inflation rate in India during 

the specified period. The negative correlation coefficient suggests that higher FDI inflows are 

associated with lower inflation rates, and vice versa. However, the correlation coefficient of -0.45 

indicates a relatively weak correlation, suggesting that other factors beyond FDI inflows may have a 

more significant impact on the inflation rate in India. 

 

4.0 SUMMARY AND MAJOR FINDINGS 

• FDI inflows increased gradually from 2012 to 2019, reaching a peak of USD 65 billion. This 

indicates growing foreign investor confidence in India's business environment and potential 

opportunities for investment. 
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• The inflation rate experienced fluctuations but generally remained within a moderate range. 

In the initial years, from 2012 to 2014, the inflation rate was relatively high, but it gradually 

declined from 2015 to 2017. From 2018 to 2022, the inflation rate stabilized at moderate 

levels. This suggests that overall price stability was maintained, which is favourable for 

economic growth and investment. 

• The employment ratio showed a gradual increase from 2012 to 2022, indicating potential job 

creation associated with FDI inflows. The upward trend in the employment ratio suggests that 

FDI inflows have the potential to contribute to employment opportunities and reduce 

unemployment rates. 

• The GDP growth rate exhibited fluctuations but generally showed positive growth over the 

years. The highest growth rate was recorded in 2021 at 10.3%. The increasing trend in GDP 

growth indicates the overall expansion and economic development of India. 

 

5.0 CONCLUSION 

Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) plays a crucial role in driving economic development in 

India. Over the years, FDI inflows have contributed to various aspects of the economy, including GDP 

growth, employment generation, technological advancement and infrastructural development. FDI 

brings in capital, expertise, and technology, which can foster innovation, improve productivity, and 

create new employment opportunities. The inflow of foreign investments has helped India position 

itself as an attractive destination for global businesses, stimulating economic growth and 

contributing to the country's overall development. 

 

6.0 POLICY SUGGESTIONS 

To further leverage the potential of FDI for economic development in India, policymakers can 

consider the following suggestions: 

i) Streamline Regulatory Processes: Simplify and streamline bureaucratic procedures, 

reduce red tape, and enhance the ease of doing business to attract more foreign 

investors. This can be achieved by implementing transparent and efficient approval 

processes, promoting online platforms for business registration and licensing, and 

ensuring consistency in regulatory frameworks. 

ii) Investment Promotion and Facilitation: Develop comprehensive investment 

promotion strategies to actively attract FDI across sectors. This can include targeted 

marketing campaigns, investment summits, and roadshows to showcase India's 

investment opportunities, economic potential, and business-friendly environment. 

Additionally, establish dedicated investment promotion agencies to assist investors 

in navigating the investment process and provide aftercare services. 
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